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| Diſtillers inandaboutLondon, 


In reference to a Duty of Exciſe intended to be Ins #p= 
on Low-Wines, By a Bill for .--» Additional 
Exciſe upon Beer, Ale, and viher Liquors. 


W N the twelfth year of King Charles the Second, two pence a Gal- 
lon was laid upon Strong Waters or Aqua-vite, but there was ne- 
ver any Duty laid upon Low-wines till the twenty ſecond year of 
King Charles, and then two pence a Gallon was laid for ſix years | 

upon Low-wines made of Wane, or Syder, or other Marerials Imported ; 
by reaſon of which Duty laſt mentioned, the Diſtiller could not make 
the ſame as formerly, ſo that the King had not any advantage thereby, 
as by the Entries in the Exciſe may appear. 

Low Wines is only a preparation for making of Proof-Spirits or Aqua- 

Vite, and is not ſold nor conſumed in Kind, nor is it fit to be Drank, 

b: but is con(tantly Diſtilled into Proof-Spirit or 4qua-vitz; and three or 

'| four Gallons of Low Wines will make but one Gallon of Proof-Spirit, all 

+ rhereſt is thrown down the Kennel, not being fit for any uſe. 

ET In the Firſt Year of the late King James, four Pence a Gallon 
Additional Duty was laid upon Proot-Spirits or Aque-vite, which 
makes the Firſt Duty upon it fix Pence a Gallon ; and that Duty 
was and is fo heavy upon the Diſtillers, that many have ſunk 
vader it, being a third of the full valne of the Proof-Spirit when 
made, and ſcveral of them are become Priſoners, not being able to 
advance their. Spirits proportionable to ſo great a Duty, which hath 
hindered the Conſumption of great quantiries of courſe Malt, fit only 
tor the Diilillers uſe. Ee 

IF a Duty ſhall be laid upon Low Wines, which 15 bu 4 preparation 
for making the Proof-Spirit or Aqua-vite, it will not only hiku.. 6 
Conſumption of many thouſand Quarters of Malt yearly, and the Con- 
ſumption of Moloſſes and courſe Sugar that comes from their Majelties 
Plantations, but alſo Ruine the Diſtiiler, and conlequently many hun- 
dred Families, and will not Advance their Majeſties Revenue. 

Thercis a Clauſe mentioned in this Bill, that it ſhall be Lawtul tor the 
Officer at all times to enter into the Houle of any Diſtiller, Retayler 
or Dealer in any Spirits or 4q#4-vite, which Clauſe is DeſtruCtive to the 

Diſtillers Trade, for that few Perſons will deal in Aqua-vite or Spirits, 
if they ſhall be diſturbedat all times in the Night, only for dealing in the 
ſaid Commodity : And that Clauſe can be of no Advantage to their Ma- 
jeſties, becauſe the Maker is only lyable to pay the Duty, as tae Brewer 
is for Beer and Ale; and it was never thought reaſonable to give Power 
to any Officers to diſturb the Viualer at. any time for deaing, in Beer 

"d and Ale, | 
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